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Introduction
My project attempts to reimagine the early career of 
Augustine through three formative milestones in 
Augustine’s early career before he was ordained bishop 
of Hippo. The tracing of Augustine’s publications at each 
of these points reveals the choice of a career much 
different than the one that chose him. 
Rather than the episcopacy, Augustine presents himself 
in his early career as pursuing a Christianized form of 




Halfway between retiring from his teaching position and 
being baptized, Augustine retires to the Cassiacum 
estate to read, write, and explore the otium honestum (or 
honorable leisure) of a philosophical, communal lifestyle.
The Cassiacum Dialogues demonstrate an explicit 
synthesis of Christianity and philosophy at work in a way 





This project evaluates the philosophical ideals put 
forward in the Latin texts Augustine composed at three 
important milestones in his early career:
•Cassiacum: Against the Academics, On the Happy Life, 
On Order, Soliloquies
•Thagaste: On Music, On Grammar, On Rhetoric, On 
Geometry, On Dialectic, On Arithmetic, On 
Philosophy, On the Magnitude of the Soul, On Eighty-
Three Varied Questions, De Magistro, 
•Hippo: Confessions, Against Faustus, On Christian 
Doctrine
The sources from which Augustine draws his 
philosophical insights are taken here as indicators of 
Augustine’s own philosophical disposition, as one 
philosopher is distinguished from another by his library 
(Hadot, Grafton & Williams).
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Thagaste: Business as Usual
Augustine moves back to his home estate, and is 
frustrated by his inability to enjoy the otium honestum 
(honorable leisure) of his Cassiacum experience. 
Augustine, however, is unable to find the otium he so 
desires at home. Is the philosophical life which he had 
envisioned at Cassiacum even possible?
What is most crucial is the very thing that we cannot 
measure, Augustine’s "inner orientation". From his 
changed orientation, philosophers like Augustine 
change what it means to do philosophy from the inside 
and out. We see this most clearly in his appropriation 
of otium honestum, where what is honestum slowly 
comes to be defined on Christian terms. The traditional 
language of aristocratic otium provides a vocabulary 
with which Augustine can begin to redefine his new 
lifestyle, both to his would-be patrons, his 
philosophical friends, and even to himself.
The stark change from Cassiacum & Thagaste to 
Hippo, however, reveals Augustine’s abandonment of 










































































































































All English translations are my own. Sources listed provide 
Latin sources:
Augustine, Confessiones. Library of Latin Texts.
Augustine, Contra academicos. Library of Latin Texts.
Augustine, Contra Faustum. Library of Latin Texts. 
Augustine, Epistulae. Library of Latin Texts.
Paulinus, Epistulae. Library of Latin Texts. 
The negotium (or business, opposite of otium) incurred by 
Augustine’s ordination and promotion to bishop would put an end 
to Augustine’s ideal of otium honestum (honorable leisure).
Santa Maria Antiqua Sarcophagus, via Smart History
Saint Ambrose barring Theodosius from Milan Cathedral by Anthony van Dyck,
via Wikipedia
Origen, from “Les Vrais Portraits Et Vies Des Hommes Illustres” by Andre Thevet,
Via Wikipedia
